
2004-05
ATHLETIC
REVIEW

SUN BELT CONFERENCE



MIDDLE TENNESSEE
2004-05 ALL-SPORTS

RECORD

MEN’S SPORTS
Sport W L T HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE 2004-05 SEASON
Football 5 6 0 Opened the year with an upset of MAC foe Akron
Basketball 19 12 0 Most wins since 1997-98; Third straight winning season for Davis
Cross Country 30 16 0 2nd place finish at the SBC Championship was best mark in school history
Outdoor Track - - - 5th in SBC Championship; Yarbrough won 110-meter hurdles, Sims won javelin
Indoor Track - - - Finished 3rd in SBC Championships; Yarbrough named Track Performer of Week twice
Baseball 32 23 - 4th in SBC, made tourney finals and had 5 first team All-SBC players
Golf 59 93 5 Blue Raiders finish fifth at SBC Championship
Tennis 18 7 0 Won SBC Title, Dale Short Coach of the Year and six players named All-SBC

Total Record 163 157 5

WOMEN’S SPORTS
Sport W L T HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE 2004-05 SEASON
Volleyball 17 14 0 First winning season since 2002
Soccer 13 4 2 Rhoden named coach of the year for second time; Won SBC Regular Season
Basketball 24 9 0 Won SBC tournament title; advanced to NCAAs round of 32
Cross Country 3 23 0 Place ninth at SBC Championship
Golf 106 28 0 Record three players named All-SBC
Outdoor Track - - - Won SBC Title, George won three different events
Indoor Track - - - Finished 3rd in SBC, George won 400m, Robertson won 55mH
Softball 8 43 0 Leah Grothause and Jennifer Grybash were Academic Region IV All-District
Tennis 8 14 0 Two All-Sun Belt Conference Performers

Total Record 179 135 2

ALL SPORTS RECORD: 342 wins, 292 losses, 7 ties (.539)

CREDITS
The Middle Tennessee Athletic Review is made available as a record book of the 2004-05 athletic year. The Review was
produced by the Middle Tennessee Athletic Media Relations Office. Concept and design was done by the media rela-
tions staff. Special thanks goes to contributors Mark Owens, Tony Stinnett , Jo Jo Freeman, and Denise Gideon.



2004-05 SUN BELT CONFERENCE
ALL-SPORTS AWARD STANDINGS

Total
Rank School Points MCC WCC SOC VOL FB SD MIT WIT MBK WBK MTN WTN MGO WGO SBL MOT WOT BSL

1. MT 107 9 2 8.5 6.5 5 - 7 8 6 9 6 6 8 4 1 5 10 6
2. WKU 104 8 10 5.5 10 - 13 4 9 8 10 3 1 1 1 4.5 7 7 2
3. UL 89 10 3 4 2 2 - 5 1 9 11 9 - 7 6 6 4 1 9
4. USA 87.5 7 1 3 2 - - 9 4 3.5 6 10 5 6 10 - 8 5 8
5. NT 87 6 6 8.5 4 9 5 2 10 3.5 7 4 3 - 3 2 6 8 -
6. NMSU 82 2 7 - 11 6.5 6 - 6 1 3.5 5 9 3 8 3 - 6 5
7. FIU 80 1 8 5.5 2 - 4 3 7 2 5 - 8 - 11 4.5 3 9 7
8.  ASU 74 5 4 2 8 4 - 8 5 6 8 1 4 - 2 - 9 4 4
9. Denver 71 - - 7 6.5 - 11 - - 11 3.5 8 10 5 9 - - - -

10. UALR 64 4 9 1 5 - 2 6 2 10 2 2 7 4 5 - 2 2 1
11. UNO 54 3 5 - 9 - 1 1 3 6 1 7 2 2 7 - 1 3 3

NOTE: VOL, MBK, WBK based on divisional and tournament finish; SOC, SBL, BSL based on regular season finish; ALL OTHERS based on championship tournament
finish.

SCORING: Points are awarded based on the number of schools sponsoring the sport. Institutions not sponsoring a sport do not receive points in that sport. Institutions tying
for positions split the combined points of their positions.

KEY: MCC - Men’s Cross Country; WCC - Women’s Cross Country; SOC - Women’s Soccer; VOL - Volleyball; FB - Football; SD - Women’s Swimming & Diving;
MIT - Men’s Indoor Track; WIT - Women’s Indoor Track; MBK - Men’s Basketball; WBK - Women’s Basketball; MTN - Men’s Tennis; WTN - Women’s Tennis; MGO -
Men’s Golf; WGO - Women’s Golf; SBL - Softball; MOT - Men’s Outdoor Track; WOT - Women’s Outdoor Track; BSL - Baseball.

*NOTE: To qualify for the Bubas Cup standings, at least four members must sponsor the sport and compete in its championship.

ALL-TIME BUBAS CUP CHAMPIONS

1977 Jacksonville
1978 South Florida
1979 South Florida
1980 South Florida
1981 South Florida
1982 South Florida
1983 Old Dominion
1984 South Florida
1985 South Florida
1986 South Florida
1987 Western Kentucky

1988 South Alabama
1989 South Alabama
1990 South Florida
1991 South Alabama
1992 South Alabama
1993 South Alabama
1994 South Alabama
1995 Arkansas State
1996 South Alabama
1997 South Alabama
1998 Arkansas State

1999 South Alabama
2000 South Alabama
2001 MIDDLE TENNESSEE
2002 Western Kentucky
2003 Western Kentucky
2004 MIDDLE TENNESSEE
2005 MIDDLE TENNESSEE



2004-05 INDIVIDUAL HONORS
FOOTBALL

THOMAS JOHNSON: Selected as the National Football Foundation and College Foot-
ball Hall of Fame Scholar Athlete for the middle Tennessee chapter
CLINT MARKS: Voted SBC Offensive Player of the Week on Oct. 11
COLBY SMITH: Named a semifinalist for the Lou Groza Award, Named Second Team
All-Sun Belt Conference
QUINTON STATON: Named Second Team All-Sun Belt Conference
KERRY WRIGHT: Selected to Biletnikoff Award “Watch List”, Named First Team All-Sun
Belt Conference, Named to CollegeSportsReport.com’s 2004 Division I-A All-Senior
Fourth Team

MEN’S GOLF
NICK BAILES: Made SBC Honor Roll List
BLAKE BIVENS: Made SBC Commissioner’s List
KENNY GREEN: Won the National Amputee Golf Championship, Made SBC Honor Roll
List

WOMEN’S GOLF
TARYN DURHAM: Named SBC Golfer of the Month on Oct. 6 and Mar. 4; Named to the
All-Sun Belt Conference team, Won the Kentucky State Amateur in June 2005
JENNY KIM: Made SBC Commissioner’s List
KRISTIN LYNCH: Named to the All-Sun Belt Conference team, Made SBC
Commissioner’s List
MAGGIE MCGILL: Named to the All-Sun Belt Conference team
RACHAEL SHORT: Named SBC Coach of the Year

SOCCER
DEBS BRERETON: Named Sun Belt Conference Player of the Year, Voted First Team
All-Sun Belt, Named Sun Belt Conference Player of the Week on Sept. 14, Oct. 12 and
Nov. 1
DANIELLE LADUKE: Named Sun Belt Conference Player of the Week on Sept. 7
LAURA MIGUEZ: Named Second Team All-Sun Belt
JESSICA NORTHCUTT: Named Second Team All-Sun Belt
ASTON RHODEN: Named Co-Sun Belt Conference Coach of the Year
CLAIRE WARD: Named Second Team All-Sun Belt
LISA-MARIE WOODS: Named Sun Belt Conference Newcomer of the Year, Named
First Team All-Sun Belt

VOLLEYBALL
KEKE DECKARD: Voted First Team All-Sun Belt Conference, Named Sun Belt Confer-
ence Player of the Week on Sept. 13 and Oct. 25, Named Middle Tennessee Invitational
All-Tournament
ANDRESSA LYRA: Named Miami (OH) Classic All-Tournament, Named Middle Ten-
nessee Invitational All-Tournament
DARA MCLEAN: Voted First Team All-Sun Belt Conference, Named Sun Belt Confer-
ence Player of the Week on Sept. 27, Named Sun Belt Conference Player of the Week
on Oct. 4

MEN’S BASKETBALL
MICHAEL CUFFEE: Voted Preseason Third Team All-SBC, Voted to the San Juan
Shootout All-Tournament team, Voted Third Team All-SBC
MIKE DEAN: Voted Preseason First Team All-SBC, Voted Third Team All-SBC
STEVE THOMAS: Voted Preseason Third Team All-SBC

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
CHRISSY GIVENS: Voted to the SBC All-Tournament Team
PATRICE HOLMES: Named SBC Preseason Player of the Year, Voted Preseason First
Team All-SBC, Voted First Team All-SBC, Voted SBC Defensive Player of the Year,
Named the Most Outstanding Player at the SBC Tournament, Voted to the SBC All-
Tournament Team, One of 40 players invited to WNBA Combine, Named First Team All-
State by the Tennessee Sports Writers Association
KRYSTLE HORTON: Voted Preseason First Team All-SBC, Named Sun Belt Confer-
ence Player of the Week on Dec. 28, Voted to the 2005 ESPN The Magazine Academic
All-District IV Second Team, Voted to the SBC Honorable Mention Team
TIA STOVALL: Named the SBC Player of the Week on March 1, Voted to the SBC

Honorable Mention Team, Voted to the SBC All-Tournament Team

INDOOR TRACK
ALEX PRUITT: Named SBC Indoor Field Event Performer of the Week on Feb. 1
LINNIE YARBROUGH: Named SBC Indoor Track Performer of the Week on Feb. 9 and
Feb. 15

OUTDOOR TRACK
KERRY BARROW: Named SBC Runner of the Week on Mar. 29
DEAN HAYES: Named Women’s SBC Outdoor Coach of the Year
CANDICE ROBERTSON: Named SBC Runner of the Week on April 12
LINNIE YARBROUGH: Named SBC Runner of the Week on Mar. 29 and April 27

BASEBALL
JEFF BEACHUM: Voted Second Team All-SBC
NATHAN HINES: Named to the SBC All-Tournament team
NATE JAGGERS: Voted Second Team All-SBC, Named SBC Hitter of the Week on May
2, ABCA All-South Central Region Second Team
TODD MARTIN: Named the SBC Newcomer of the Year, Voted First Team All-SBC,
ABCA Third Team All-American, ABCA All-South Central Region First Team
MICHAEL MCKENRY: Voted First Team All-SBC, Named SBC Hitter of the Week on
May 9
ERIC MCNAMEE: Named to the SBC All-Tournament team
MATT SCOTT: Voted First Team All-SBC, Named SBC Pitcher of the Week on March 28,
May 9 and May 23, Named to the SBC All-Tournament team, ABCA All-South Central
Region Second Team

WOMEN’S TENNIS
JENNIFER KLASCHKA: Voted to the Sun Belt All-Conference singles team and doubles
team (with Siljestrom)
ANN-KRISTIN SILJESTROM: Voted to the Sun Belt All-Conference doubles team (with
Klaschka)

MEN’S TENNIS
MARCO BORN: Voted to the Sun Belt All-Conference singles team and doubles team
(with Siljestrom)
BRANDON ALLEN: Voted to the Sun Belt All-Conference doubles team (with Schledorn)
KAI SCHLEDORN: Voted to the Sun Belt All-Conference doubles team (with Allen),
Earned SBC Tournament MVP honors
DALE SHORT: Named Sun Belt Conference Coach of the Year
ANDREAS SILJESTROM: Voted to the Sun Belt All-Conference singles team and
doubles team (with Born), Named SBC Player of the Week on Feb. 16
ANANT SITARAM: Named to the ESPN The Magazine Academic All-District IV At-
Large team, Academic All-American (1st in school history)

SOFTBALL
CRYSTAL BOBO: Named to the Eagle Classic All-Tournament team
LIZ DAVIS: Named to the Eagle Classic All-Tournament team
LEAH GROTHAUSE: Named to the 2005 ESPN The Magazine All-District IV Second
Team
JENNIFER GRYBASH: Names Second Team All-SBC, Named to the 2005 ESPN The
Magazine All-District IV Second Team
CANDIS LITTRELL: Named to the Buzz Classic All-Tournament team
TRISH WHITE: Named Second Team All-SBC



2004-05 TEAM ACCOMPLISHMENTS
ACADEMICS

Middle Tennessee won the Sun Belt Conference’s All-Sports Trophy (Vic Bubas
Cup) in 2001, 2004 and 2005.

In spring 2005, MT had a record 71 student-athletes make the Dean’s List and 17 had
perfect 4.0 averages.

In 2004-05, Middle Tennessee had six sports attain a cumulative GPA of 3.0 or
better. The combined athletic department GPA was 2.57.

Middle Tennessee had 10 student-athletes who went through the Honors College
during the 2004-05 academic year.

FOOTBALL
The Blue Raiders played three televised games (two on  ESPN Regional and one

Pay-Per-View) during the 2004 season to give them 12 appearances over the past three
years

Pulled an upset at Akron against the Zips and Heisman Trophy candidate Charlie
Frye.

WR Kerry Wright became the first player in school history to record back-to-back
1,000-yard receiving seasons

In his first full year as the starter, QB Clint Marks established a new single-season
passing record with 2,749 yards.

WOMEN’S GOLF
True freshman Taryn Durham won two events, which went down as a school

record.
The team finished in the top five of every tournament during the season except one.
Rachael Short became the first Lady Raider coach to earn Coach of the Year honors.

SOCCER
Aston Rhoden was named the Sun Belt Conference Coach of the Year for the second

straight season
Senior Debs Brereton was named Sun Belt Conference Player of the Year, marking

the first player to earn the honor.
Sophomore Lisa-Marie Woods was named Sun Belt Conference Newcomer of the

Year, marking the third straight time in as many years Head Coach Aston Rhoden has
signed the SBC Newcomer of the Year.

Five Blue Raiders - Debs Brereton, Lisa-Marie Woods, Laura Miguez, Jessica
Northcutt and Claire Ward - were named to the All-SBC team.

Won 2004 Sun Belt Conference championship for first time in school history, also
marking the first conference championship in program history.

Team won a school-record 13 games in 2004 and advanced to the semifinals of the
Sun Belt Tournament.

Went 9-0 at home and have 11-game home winning streak dating to 2003.

MEN’S BASKETBALL
Team improved their win total from 17 in 2003-04 to 19 in 2004-05.
Enjoyed third straight winning season under Head Coach Kermit Davis, making him

just the second of 19 head coaches in program history to begin their Middle Tennessee
career with three straight winning season.

Increased attendance for the third straight season as 3,788 was the average atten-
dance in 2004-05, including almost 4,400 for Sun Belt games.

With its win against New Mexico State in the first round of the SBC Tournament,
Middle Tennessee became the only SBC men’s basketball team to win a game in the
tournament each of the last three years.

Team earned all-time win No. 950 on Feb. 19, 2005 when it beat Portland State.
Michael Cuffee and Mike Dean were named All-Sun Belt Conference.

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
Won the 2005 Sun Belt Conference Tournament and earned an automatic bid to the

NCAA Tournament where they advanced to the round of 32
Lady Raiders upset No. 21 ranked North Carolina State in the first round to mark the

second straight year MT has won an NCAA opening round game.

Middle Tennessee became the first team in Sun Belt Conference history to win four
games in the postseason tournament.

Patrice Holmes was one of just 40 players invited to the WNBA Pre-Draft Camp in
New York.

Team finished ranked No. 29 in the Associated Press final poll

CROSS COUNTRY
Men’s team finished a school record best second place at the SBC Championships
Four men’s runners advanced to the NCAA Regionals
A pair of Blue Raiders — Geoffrey Lagat and Derek Dell — earned All-Sun Belt honors

after finishing fourth and fifth, respectively, at the conference championships.

INDOOR TRACK
Kishara George won the 400 meters to defend her Sun Belt Championship and

Candice Robertson won the 55-meter hurdles at the SBC event.
The women’s mile relay team took first place to bring home an SBC Championship.

OUTDOOR TRACK
Women take second Sun Belt Conference Outdoor title
Senior Kishara George won the 400-meters, 400-meter hurdles and was the anchor

leg on the winning 4x400-meter relay team, accounting for 30 of the team’s 153.5 points.
George posted a personal-best time in the 400-meter finals and broke her own school
record in the intermediate hurdle finals. The relay team recorded its best mark of the
season in winning the final event of the meet.

Another senior, Laetitia Florimond, won the javelin and placed second in the discus
and fourth in the shot put. She set the school record with her winning throw in the javelin
and is just the second winner of the event in a league championship in school history
and first since Kelley Smith in 2000.

Candice Robertson won the 100-meter hurdles, runner her personal-best in the
prelims.

Freshman Alex Pruitt tied his personal-best, winning the high jump. He became the
second Blue Raider to win the event in the Sun Belt and first since Chris Koger in 2002.

Lindsay Sims recorded a personal-best with his winning mark in the javelin, the first
Middle Tennessee men’s winner in the event since Jeff Sims in 1985.

A total of 12 athletes qualified for the NCAA Mideast Regional in Bloomington, Ind.,
including: Linnie Yarbrough, VanTonio Fraley, Alex Pruitt, Lindsay Sims, Kishara George,
Stephanie Tamgho, Sierra Douglas, Laetitia Florimond, Kerry Barrow, Antranette Stringer,
Shanna-Kay Campbell and Candice Robertson.

Linnie Yarbrough made his second straight NCAA Championships appearance in the
110-meter hurdles, reaching the event finals.

BASEBALL
The squad made the championship game of the Sun Belt Championships for the

fourth time in five seasons in the league.
Matt Scott became just the eighth pitcher in school history to post 10 victories in a

season, posting a 10-1 mark with a 3.07 ERA.
Five Blue Raiders earned All-Sun Belt accolades, including three on the First Team

(Todd Martin, Matt Scott, Michael McKenry) and two on the Second Team (Jeff Beachum,
Nate Jaggers). Martin also earned SBC Newcomer of the Year.

Middle Tennessee’s 32-23 final record marked the 11th time in 18 seasons with at
least 30 victories under head coach Steve Peterson, including five of the last six
campaigns.

Head coach Steve Peterson earned his 550th victory at Middle Tennessee and 700th
overall as a head coach during the campaign. Peterson stands 574-449-2 at Middle
Tennessee and 727-543-2 overall as a head coach.

Todd Martin finished the year 15th nationally in batting with a .412 average, while
Eric McNamee was fourth in walks per game and Matt Scott ranked 28th in wins.
Overall, nine Blue Raiders ranked in the Top 100 individually in the final NCAA statistics.
As a team, Middle Tennessee also was in the Top 100 in seven categories, including in
the Top 30 in batting average, scoring, home runs per game, doubles per game and
slugging percentage.

WOMEN’S GOLF
The team finished in the top five in nine of 10 tournaments, including a victory at the

Lady Jaguar Invitational.



Taryn Durham, as a true freshman, won medalist honors in back-to-back events to
become the first Lady Raider in school history to accomplish that feat.

Taryn Durham and Jamey Dillard were ranked the 19th best freshman class in the
country by GolfStat.com.

MEN’S GOLF
The men finished fifth at the Sun Belt Conference Championships, which was their

second-best showing since entering the league.
The men’s team were honored as the league’s top academic squad with the highest

overall GPA.

WOMEN’S TENNIS
Advanced to the second round of the Sun Belt Championships for the first time since

joining the conference as the Lady Raiders defeated North Texas 4-1 in the opening
round. Middle Tennessee fell to South Alabama 4-1 in the second round.

Doubles partners Jennifer Klaschka and Ann-Kristin Siljestrom got off to a strong start
when the duo upset New Mexico’s doubles team that was ranked  No. 4 in the country.

MEN’S TENNIS
Team won first-ever Sun Belt Conference Championship and advanced to its sev-

enth NCAA Tournament
Ended the year ranked 36th in the country
Brandon Allan and Kai Schledorn earned a ranking as high as 19th and finished the

season ranked 26th. The duo was selected to play in the NCAA Doubles Champion-
ships but did not participate due to an illness to Schledorn’s mother.

Andreas Siljestrom and Marco Born earned a ranking as high as 18th twice during
the year and finished the season ranked 45th. The tandem upset the fifth-ranked duo from
Ohio State in the first round of the NCAA Doubles Championships before falling in the
Round of 16.

Andreas Siljestrom was ranked as high as 55th during the year in singles and ended
the season 100th in the country.

Siljestrom and Born’s 29 doubles victories ties for the sixth most in a single-season
at Middle Tennessee with Julius Robberts (1997). The duo’s 29-9 mark is also the ninth
best single-season winning percentage (.763) in school history.

SOFTBALL
Middle Tennessee softball picked up its biggest win of the season when the Blue

Raiders notched a come from behind victory to defeat Mississippi State, 6-5.
The Blue Raider softball team didn’t shy away from stiff competition as the team

made history by facing off against No. 1 Michigan, the highest ranked team Middle
Tennessee has played since the inception of the program. Middle Tennessee faced two
teams, Michigan and Alabama, in 2005 that made it to the College World Series. The
Wolverines went on to win the National Championship.

VOLLEYBALL
The team’s 17-14 mark was the first time the Blue Raiders have had a winning

season since 2002.
The Blue Raiders’ nine Sun Belt wins went down as the most in school history and

the team’s third place finish was also a school-best.
Keke Deckard became the first player in school history to reach the 2,000-kill plateau

and is currently the all-time record holder with 2,028.


