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Toulson named to NFF Hampshire Honor
Society

Punter excelled in classroom, and on the field

May 2, 2012 · Athletic Communications

DALLAS, May 2, 2012 - The
National Football Foundation
College Hall of Fame (NFF)
announced today the
members of the 2012 NFF
Hampshire Honor Society,
which is comprised of college
football players from all
divisions of play who each
maintained a 3.2 GPA or
better. A total of 721 players
from 232 schools qualified for
membership in the society's
sixth year, an 80 percent
increase from the inaugural
class in 2007. Middle
Tennessee’s Nathaniel
Toulson was on this
prestigious list for his work in
the classroom and on the
football field. Toulson was the
team’s primary punter for all
12 games last season and
turned in a career-best 50
punts for a 40.1-yard average.
The NFF Hampshire Honor
Society capitalizes on the NFF's current National Scholar-Athlete program greatly expanding the
number of scholar-athletes the NFF can recognize each year. The program further strengthens the
organization's leadership role in encouraging academic performance by the student-athletes who
play football at the more than 700 college and universities with football programs nationwide. Jon F.
Hanson, the chairman and founder of The Hampshire Companies, provided the endowment to
launch the NFF Hampshire Honor Society in 2007. He made the contribution as part of his legacy to
the organization after serving as NFF chairman from 1994-2006. He currently serves the
organization as a chairman emeritus. Each player awarded with membership in this year's Honor
Society will receive a certificate commemorating their achievement. The Hampshire Honor Society
represents a powerful component in the organization's rich history as an innovator in promoting the
scholar-athlete ideal. Launched in 1959 with a donation from Hall of Fame coach Earl "Red" Blaik,
the NFF's National Scholar-Athlete Awards, presented by Fidelity Investments, became the first
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initiative in history to grant postgraduate scholarships based on a player's combined academic
success, football performance and community leadership. And, since its inception, the NFF National
Scholar-Athlete Awards program has awarded $9.8 million to 756 top scholars and community
leaders. Currently, the NFF distributes more than $300,000 a year at the national level through the
program to 16 individuals. Each winner of a National Scholar-Athlete Award receives an $18,000
post-graduate scholarship. Additionally, the William V. Campbell Trophy, endowed by HealthSouth,
is given to one member of each year's class as the absolute best. The winner of the Campbell
Trophy, claimed by Army linebacker Andrew Rodriguez in 2011, receives a total scholarship of
$25,000 and a 24-inch, 25-pound bronze trophy. Through, its chapter network, the NFF also awards
an additional $1 million to local high school student-athletes, bringing the NFF's annual scholarship
distribution total to more than $1.3 million.
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